LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIR[

posed lines on Lord Ayyappa. This is the story he hints in the
words:

"(ci^iidyJ^teLifa^-
^dliyd^l-b^H^ ^H ^pT
^<d^fd W[
^1^<<N ^ ^*<N1^4"89

The Keralite poet says that by Sri Sankara's birth. Lord
Ayyappa has showered his blessings not only on his mother but
on all Keralites. This is really an original idea of Vazhakunnam.
It deserves admiration as Lord Ayyappa is one of the most popu-
lar deities of Kerala.

In the last and twentyfirst verse Vazhakunnam requests Lord
Ayyappa to take away all his difficulties and to make him eloquent
in Bhagavata. His desire to attain the unique Krishna-oriented
devotion is prayed for at the close of these poems. The intensity
ofVazhakunnam's longing for Lord Krishna is evident from these
words. This is comparable with the intense longing ofMirabai for
Lord Krishna; who gives verbal expression to the deep bliss, she
imagines in her communion with him - "Oh friend, I am intoxi-
cated with the pleasure of Giridhar.'590 Both Vazhakunnam and

89. IbidL, verse 19, pp. 11-12.

90. Quoted by Ananta Rai Raval, Mira, Devotional poet and
Mystics (Part H), Pub. division, Govt. of India, Delhi, 1991,
p.23.
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